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BERLIN 

FOLLOWING IS MY COMMENT ON DEPTEL 722 AND G_397j 

1.. AS I HAVE TOLD DEPARTMENT ORALLY, I DO NOT FAVOR RECOURSE T<5P 
UN AFTER THERE HAS BEEN BREACH OF STATUS QUO BY SOVIET OR GDR ^ 
AND BEFORE THREE POWERS HAVE HAD CHANCE TO REACT. RECOURSE ^ 
TO UN AT THAT TIME WOULD IN ALL PROBABILITY HAMPER OUR VERY t 
NECESSARY FREEDOM OF ACTION. GA IN PARTICULAR MIGHT BE QUITE 01 
UNMANAGEABLE UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES. ID 

2. I DO THINK THERE IS STRONG ARGUMENT FOR GOING INTO SC AT SOME 
TIME BEFORE THERE HAS BEEN ANY CHANGE IN STATUS QUO POSSIBLY 
BY MEANS OF RESOLUTION WHICH WOULD CALL ON EVERYONe'tO MAINTAIN 
^TATUS QUO AND STAND STILL AND PERHAPS ALSO CALL FOR CONVERSATIONS. 

I ALSO THINK THAT THERE IS STRONG ARGUMENT FOR GOING INTO U&ba 
TER STATUS QUO HAS BEEN BREACHED BY RUSSIANS AND AFTER WE HAvSjADE 
)R RESPONSE TO IT. WE WOULD THEN GO INTO UN AS WE WENT IN I^» 
CASE OF LEBANON— TO GET UN ENDORSEMENT OF SOMETHING WHICH §? 
\D ALREADY HAPPENED, KNOWING THAT IF WE DID NOT TAKE INITIATIVE 
HTH REGARD TO UN AT THAT STAGE, COUNTRIES WHICH WERg- HOSTILE P 3 
P US WOULD DO SO. IF THIS ALTERNATIVE IS FOLLOWED, 3flO\ffEVER |3 
WILL HAVE MUCH MORE DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING SUPPOJft &RE TH/fisT 1 
WE HAD COME TO UN EARLIER UNDER PARAGRAPH 2 ABOVE^ § 



PERMANENT SECRET '• 

RECORD COPY • This copy must be refc^n^i)^^ central files wit' 




REPRODUCED AT THf "NAT I ONAL ARCHIVE?" 




' 



SECRET 

-2- 729, MARCH 3, 7 PM, TROM NEW YORK. 

k. EFFECTIVENESS AND APPEAL TO WORLD OPINION OF ANY COl' : ,E OF 
ACTION IN UN WILL BE GREATLY INFLUENCED BY HOW WE RESPOND TO LATEST 
SOVIET NOTE ON FOREIGN MINISTER. S MEETING. IF WE RESPOND IN 
REASONABLE AND AFFIRMATIVE WAY TO SOVIET NOTE, OUR RECOURSE TO 
UN THEREAFTER WILL BE CORRESPONDINGLY ENHANCED OPPOSITE WILL 
CERTAINLY BE TRUE IF WE ARE RIGID IN OUR RESPONSE NOW. 

5. AS I HAVE TOLD DEPARTMENT IN PAST, I THINK WE ARE WRONG NOT 
TO BE ONES OURSELVES WHO ARE ASKING SOVIETS FOR SUMMIT CONFERENCE 

nr A 0U oJn^ S - ' N UGHT ° F LATEST S0VIET N0TE > ^ WOULD GAIN GREAT 
DEAL PROPAGANDAWISE IF WE WERE TO COME BACK NOW AND SAY WE ARE PRE 
PARED TO HAVE SUMMIT MEETING ON BASIS SET FORTH IN MYTEL 710 AFTEr" 
™ E !nLT ISTERS ' MEETING IF S0VIETS WILL ACCEPT REASONABLE AGENDA 
FOR FOREIGN MINISTERS. MEETING. I DO NOT SEE THAT WE NEED LOSE 
BY AGREEING TO PARTICIPATION OF POLAND AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
PARTICULARLY IF AGENDA IS BROAD ONE WHICH CAN BE SAID TO AFFECT 
THEIR INTERESTS, AGREEMENT TO POLAND AND CZECHOSLOVAK! A. S PARTICI 
PATING COULD BE BASIS FOR OUR INS I STANCE ON ENLARGING AGENDA EVERY 
ONE IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES WILL NOW THAT POLAND AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
WILL AT MOST BE MERELY RUBBER STAMPS FOR ESSENTIAL AGREEMENTS 
REQUIRED OF SOVIET UNION. 

6. MY RECOMMENDATION THEREFORE IS THAT WE RESPOND PROMPTLY TO 
LATEST RUSSIAN NOTE IN WAY WHICH WILL MAKE IT EXTREMELY DIFFICULT 
FOR USSR TO TURN DOWN OUR KIND OF FOREIGN MINISTERS. MEETING 

THE WAY TO DO THIS IS TO TIE IT UP WITH SUMMIT MEETING IN " 
OUR RESPONSE WE SHOULD AT SAME TIME REVIEW OUR CASE ON* BERLIN 
IN SUCH WAY THAT IT WILL APPEAL BY ITS SIMPLICITY AND REASONABLE 
NESS TO AVERAGE MAN IN STREET. (I AM SURE THAT THERE IS GREAT LACK. 
OF APPRECIATION BOTH IN THIS COUNTRY AND AMONG PEOPLES ABROAD 
OF WHAT EXACTLY IS INVOLVED FROM OUR STANDPOINT IN PRESENT BERLIN 
CRISIS.) 



7. WE SHOULD ALSO BEGIN PREPARATION NOW FOR TAKING CASE OF BERLIN, 
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TO SC AS IN PARAGRAPH 2 ABOVE WHERE WE WOULD ASK FOR ST/' )ST I LL 
AND MAINTENANCE OF STATUS QUO PENDING NEGOTIATIONS. DECISION 
TO GO TO SC ON THIS BASIS AND EXACT TIMING WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE 
IN LIGHT OF FURTHER RESPONSES FROM SOVIET UNION TO OUR FOREIGN 
MINISTERS' --SUMMIT CONFERENCE PROPOSAL „ BY ITS NATURE, SUCH AN 
APPEAL TO SC WOULD HAVE TO COME BEFORE ANY CHANGE IN SITUATION 
IN BERLIN AND EAST GERMANY. 



LODGE 



SLS/21 



^ ^^'^JMmm^'^i&mBm,-^ -■ 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority AJ/JD V7'7V/? 



ByJl^C wAR^DatB/^-^ 



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 



